
October 12 & 15, 2025
Building Update Forum



Chalice Lighting
Out of wood and stone, out of dreams and sacrifice,

the people build a home.

May this house be truly a place of meeting -

in courage and love and trust.

May these rafters hear the voice of the child 

as surely as the orator, 

and the sound of the lute, the clack of the typewriter, 

the swish of the broom, 

and know that all are as holy 

as the shout of a million stars.



Our hopes for a new spiritual home

Welcome people with inclusive spaces and universal access.

Nurture spirituality and personal growth with beauty, art, and inspiration.

Practice justice with eco-restorative design.

Cultivate community with flexible and multi-purpose space.

Create joy and resilience with places for play.

Care for sacred space to honor ancestors and nature.

Embody the intersection of public witness and preserved wilderness.



Overview of forum topics

1. Purchase agreement details and timeline

2. Temporary space and storage

3. Honoring our Walden Lane church home

4. Updated Design for “phased build”

5. What is Next?

6. Questions & Conversation



Purchase agreement details and timeline

• Agreement signed for $1.95 million (Word on Fire 

Catholic Ministries)

• Up to 4 months “due diligence”: buyer has time for 

municipality approvals, construction plans, etc.

• Then, 30 days to “close” programs, 60 days for 

additional moving and transition time.

• Tentatively “last” service early January.



Temporary space and storage

• Building on community partnerships, two main likely options:

1. Our Saviors Lutheran Church (new neighbors on Viola Road)

2. Christ United Methodist Church (longtime partners downtown)

All locations would include:

Sunday morning service at 11am with social hour

Tupper Supper & programs (possibly Tuesdays)

Dedicated (limited) office and small-group spaces

Curation team: working from inventory of items for what goes to 

temporary space, what gets stored and how, what gets sold.



Honoring our Walden Lane church home

• Gratitude & Grief circles: sharing and reflection on transition (TBD)

• Celebration weekend: Nov. 22 & 23 (same week as our very first 

building was dedicated) Special events/presentations, pilgrimage 

to previous sites, concert, etc.

• Special commemorations: music services, time capsule, art 

projects, etc.

• “Moving sale” or similar, commemorative items sales, etc.

• Ritual of leaving (following last service, recessional of sacred items



Updated Design for “phased build”

• Preview of the new design (in the next few weeks)

• Contractor believes it will meet our budget range

• Main build: Sanctuary, Commons, restrooms, nursery, 2-3 

offices, 2-3 classrooms, mechanicals

• Expansion when funds allow: additional classrooms, 

offices, Chapel/Heritage room, conference room

• Locus and Krammer expect the design and building 

process to take approximately 14-18 months



What is Next?

• Preview of new design (in the next few weeks)

• Honoring our current space

• Planning for temporary space

• Planning for additional funds/giving

• Monthly forums



Timeline of what the Building Our Future Team is working on.

2026 - 2027 Eliza Place Building Work
Approving Staged Plans from Locus Architects
Re -Submit Site Development Plan
Begin Permitting process with City of Rochester
Negotiate Development Agreement with City of Rochester
Begin preparation of construction documents
Groundbreaking and begin construction; anticipate 12 months
Building dedication

Walden Lane
Early January 2026
Removal of stained glass for storage
Removal of organ for storage
Moving and Storage of Church items
Rental of temporary space



Questions & 

Conversation

Submit questions/comments online:

https://uurochmn.org/bof-questions/
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