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Chalice Lighting

Out of wood and stone, out of dreams and sacrifice,

the people build a home.

May this house be truly a place of meeting -

in courage and love and trust.

May these rafters hear the voice of the child 

as surely as the orator, 

and the sound of the lute, the clack of the typewriter, 

the swish of the broom, 

and know that all are as holy 

as the shout of a million stars.



Congregational Vision

Welcome people with inclusive spaces and universal access.

Nurture spirituality and personal growth with beauty, art, and inspiration.

Practice justice with eco-restorative design.

Expand our community with flexible and multi-purpose space.

Create joy and resilience with places for play.

Care for sacred space to honor ancestors and nature.

Grow by embodying the intersection of public witness and preserved 

wilderness.



Forum Agenda

1. Updated building designs

2. Walden Sale Update

3. Labyrinth Update

4. Update on temporary space/location plans

5. Opportunities for people to ‘host’ items (art, etc.)

6. Update on additional giving/fundraising

7. Save the Date – November 22 & 23

8. Questions & Conversation
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Our Mission: To be a welcoming, compassionate community that nurtures 
spiritual growth and practices justice.





Our Mission: To be a welcoming, compassionate community that nurtures 
spiritual growth and practices justice.













Walden Sale Update

● Purchase Agreement signed Oct. 2, 2025  (1.5 months ago)

● Due Diligence and Closing timeline: 
○DD 120 days → Jan. 30;  Close 30 days →  Mar. 1
○DD   90 days → Dec. 31;     Close 30 days →  Jan. 30

● DD Status:
○No zoning issues per Community Development
○Word On Fire continuing work with architect and contractor



● Seasons Hospice received a labyrinth from Jim Sebesta in 
memory of his mother, Mary Lou. 

● As a result of the recent closure, Jim and Seasons Hospice 
offered 1st UU the opportunity to acquire the labyrinth for 
installation at Eliza Place.  

● The 398 concrete paver labyrinth (approx 7.5 tons), was 
recently extracted, palletized, and moved to Eliza Place.

● The labyrinth location is pending per an overall site plan. 

Labyrinth Update







Temporary Space: Our “Interim” Church 

Tentatively beginning January 18

Our Savior's Lutheran Church (2124 Viola Road NE across 

the intersection from our new location) has confirmed we 

can share their space during our time of transition. We 

are grateful for their gracious support!

Open House for UUs @ OSLC:

Sunday, December 14th at 1:30pm - 2:30pm

Come tour the space hosted by First UU staff.



The space will include:

- Dedicated Space: Two dedicated "program" spaces with an 

adjoining foyer, one dedicated ministry office space, and scheduled use of 
other shared spaces. (details TBD)

- Sunday Service at 11:00am: There is room for us to have one 

service at 11am with social hour to follow in Fellowship Hall (with donut 

holes!) (their service is at 9am) They will also host our grand piano from the 

Sanctuary!

- Tupper Tuesdays: Midweek programming will move from Wednesdays to 

Tuesdays (small groups may reschedule as needed)





Opportunities to “host” items
Currently, we have approximately 27,000 pounds of things to store. We will 

be charged by the pound per month for 18 months or more at 1, 080/month. 

The moving team would like to lower this number as much as possible and is 
asking for your help. 

You can ‘host’ items in your home instead of us putting them in storage. 
Some examples include:

• Art/pictures

• filing cabinets

• Christmas items

• 6 memorial garden panel of names

Do you have a truck/trailer and/or can help move heavy items to people’s 

homes? We will need that as well. Interested? Email the office at 
office@uurochmn.org.



Consider Lending/Donating

We will need the following for packing:

• Bubble wrap (preferably in rolls or sheets)

• Packing Paper (Newsprint)

• Bankers Boxes

• Packing Tape

• Tape Gun Dispenser

Do you have a truck/trailer and/or can help move heavy 

items to people’s homes? We will need that as well. 
Interested? Email the office at office@uurochmn.org.

Follow the QR Code 
for our Wish List.



Additional Giving: Building for a Future Beyond 

Ourselves

We are building with options to expand in the future. To build the 

best we can (eco-conscience, quality materials, and flexible 

furnishings), and to greatly limit debt burden for years to come, we 

are asking for additional gifts.

• Several households have agreed to offer a matching 

challenge of $400,000 of additional giving! Your additional one-

time or continuing gifts will be matched.

• Pledge forms will be available next Sunday, Nov. 23, as we 
celebrate our history.



A Good Cheers to Walden Lane

Save the Date ~ November 22 & 23
RSVP for any/all activities on our EVENT page on the website or follow this QR code

A weekend to celebrate our spiritual home of 60 years on Walden Lane. A mixture 

of history, music, stories, and refreshments, help us honor our church with your 

presence, which is what has made this place a spiritual home for generations.

SATURDAY, November 22

10:00am - History Pilgrimage

Join us as we visit our historic sites downtown, hear stories and see images from 

those generations, and end with hopes at Eliza Place. RSVP for logistic details. 

2:30pm - Celebration Reception

Join us for cookies and coffee served in our historic silver, and hear special 
speakers sharing stories and memories from our 60 years on Walden Lane. This 

reception (repeated Saturday and Sunday) will include a historic photo slideshow, 

displays, and items from our heritage. Please RSVP for space planning.



SATURDAY, November 22

7:00pm - Special Guest Concert Purchase Tickets through our STORE on the website 
or 

We celebrate the music and acoustics of our Sanctuary with an NYC-based, award-

winning acoustic guitarist and songwriter, originally from Japan. Hiroya Tsukamoto 

takes audiences on an innovative, impressionistic journey filled with earthy, organic 

soundscapes that impart a mood of peace and tranquility. Doors open at 6:30pm, 

tickets are all will call, and seats are first come first serve.

https://hiroyatsukamoto.com/

SUNDAY, November 23

2:30pm - Celebration Reception RSVP HERE:
Join us for cookies and coffee served in our historic silver, and hear special speakers 

sharing stories and memories from our 60 years here on Walden Lane. This reception 

(repeated Saturday and Sunday) will include a historic photo slideshow, displays, 

and items from our heritage. Please RSVP for space planning.

https://unnuq9dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017w9Qxlh5cY9YaXdN1aZoZMaFAyfCe_99aUBh32HG2cL8sMBeLE3lwxryWFgy0keLuyjV6hnQf0WLzDFkl-3zQ6zDk073SBwV8IuOZhYjQuBsqoIkobUCLJxr7wzFTDM98I453ISDK_s-nIXfHDjnt15r4-1LwvDD&c=0ANxzBRcZAtONQY0gCpu4zrvByGQqb4P0JgMmjhiyGhnu4tqwfw4jg==&ch=wUd4M5sWmHWr9pjYKu2vuoiBiGLd5R-WVHH1ZlRJLm2hVyHmzgsJ0w==




"This is what we are about:

We plant seeds that one day will grow.
We water the seeds already planted,

knowing they hold future promise.

We lay foundations that will need further development.

We are prophets of a future not our own."



Questions & 

Conversation

Submit questions/comments online:

https://uurochmn.org/bof-questions/



September 10 & 14, 2025
Building Update Forum
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