
Dear Members and Friends, 

 

As we celebrate the conclusion of the concept design phase, the Building Our Future Core 

Team is pleased to share Revision 6, April 2024 which includes adjustments to our intended 

building layout as presented by Locus Architecture. While the graphics in Revision 6 still 

represent general concepts without specific details as to interior or exterior finishings, this 

version includes several elements of the building layout that are certain. Rev6 presents a 

two-story building and a flat floor in the sanctuary, both of which address key issues identified 

by the congregation. 

 

Accessibility has been cited as an overarching factor to be considered – accessibility both 

within the structure and to the natural environment for everyone, regardless of individual 

mobility issues. 

 

Two-story building: When studying the gradient of the slope between the upper and lower 

plateau on the northern portion of the parcel, it became evident that a one-story building, 

placed on the same level as the parking lot, would segregate members and friends of the 

congregation by limiting easy access to the Memorial Garden, the children's playground 

and any nature-based activities held on the lower plateau. Input from Southeastern 

Minnesota Center for Independent Living (SEMCIL) and members of our Disability Inclusion 

Team supported the two-story design with elevator access to each floor. The two-story 

concept also reduces the long distances in a one-story building which can, depending on 

an individual’s level of mobility, impair access. 

 

In addition to accessibility, conservation advantages and energy efficiencies are gained by 

the two-story design. With less roof surface area, the amount of rainwater and snowmelt 

coming from that impervious roof surface is beneficial for the environment and good for our 

budget, as we will be assessed a stormwater fee based on the anticipated amount of runoff 

from all impervious surfaces. 

 

The Sanctuary is located on the upper level immediately visible to anyone entering the 

building and the Gathering space is on the lower level. There are a number of reasons for 

this:  

 
• The Congregation’s stated preference was that the social gathering space be 

adjacent to outdoor gathering space.  

 
• The size of the gathering space is larger in the lower level than on the upper level, 

without increasing the “footprint” of the foundation.  

 
• There will be better sound isolation between the Sanctuary and Gathering space / 

Kitchen. 

  
• Two stories will allow ease of access to the Memorial Garden from the indoor spaces. 

 
• Gatherings will be able to use both indoor and outdoor spaces, moving easily 

between both. 

 



• Parents and caregivers will be closer to children playing outside or in the Faith 

Development hallway. 

 
• Rental income is more practical from renting the Gathering space / Kitchen and 

outside patio, without allowing access to offices and worship/historic spaces. 

 

These practical aspects plus data from a congregational survey conducted after the initial 

presentation by Locus Architecture support a strong preference for a two story building in this 

configuration. 

 

Sanctuary:  Compared with earlier drafts of the proposed floor plans, the design of the 

sanctuary has undergone significant refinement in Rev6. The sanctuary now features a flat 

rather than sloped floor with the dual goals of flexibility and accessibility. This change will 

offer the greatest degree of flexibility for future worship services and freedom of movement 

for anyone with limited mobility using assistive devices. SEMCIL representatives applauded 

the change and our efforts of inclusion, and Rev. Luke has been deeply engaged in this 

decision. 

 

The past 18 months: When working with an architect to design a new facility, the timeline 

generally assigns four months for the development of concept designs. Our process has 

taken a year as we sought input from members and friends of the congregation, as well as a 

broad selection of professional advice. Key factors and events have included:  

 
• The creation of the Building Our Future Core Team in covenant with the 

congregation with six additional working teams - Architectural Design, Energy, 

Generosity, Location, Gratitude, and Green  

 

• 3 congregational votes and two congregational surveys  

 

• 32 opportunities for congregational input at architectural presentations, topical 

discussions, listening sessions, and forums  

 

• 6 concept design revisions, several with multiple reiterations  

 

• Multiple meetings with a wide range of professional resources including but not 

limited to: Locus Architecture, Building Restoration Services, the Centurion 

Homeowners Association, Dunlap & Seegar, F&M Bank, Haverhill Township Board, 

Rochester Community Development, Rochester Planning & Zoning Commission and 

staff, SEMCIL, the Sisters of St. Francis of Assisi, Widseth Civil Engineers, Olmsted Public 

Works, Zumbro Valley Forestry, etc. 

 

With Rev6 in hand, we are ready to enter the next phase of planning and development as 

we refine the building and the site work. Please join us on May 19, for two special building 

forums, following each service to hear more about the Rev6 building design and to learn 

about the next steps as we move from concept to schematics. 

 

 

 



As with the work already accomplished, each decision in the future will be measured against 

our Vision: 

 

Welcome people with inclusive spaces and universal access. 

Nurture spirituality and personal growth with beauty, art, and inspiration. 

Practice justice with eco-restorative design. 

Expand our community with flexible and multi-purpose space. 

Create joy and resilience with places for play. 

Care for sacred space to honor ancestors and nature. 

Grow by embodying the intersection of public witness and preserved wilderness. 
 

Building Our Future Core Team Members: Gail Bishop, John Helmers, George Huston, Ann Hutton, 

Katherine Logan, Jean Murray, Kim Reid, Walt Rothwell, Greg Turosak 


