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The Viola land is a place where the natural world encourages peace, justice and
harmony with the aid of spiritual leaders, educators, artisans and others.

Our church wishes to provide a natural oasis of peace and tranquility, a sacred place
that speaks to the sacred space in the human heart.

How can our activities on the land support First UU’s guiding principles?

e We want the land to be Welcoming; we want to create many safe and pleasant
opportunities for the members and friends of the congregation to enjoy nature,
such as in play areas, gardens, walking paths, as well as reflective spaces where
people can feel peaceful.

¢ Time spent on the land can lead to_Spiritual growth; we want there to be quiet
spaces for contemplation and communing with nature in a variety of natural
habitats as well as opportunities to participate in guided activities.

e We want to_Practice justice by controlling invasive species, restoring native
habitats for wildlife, and preserving Decorah Edge functions. We will search for,
acknowledge and protect potential paleo and historic Native American features.

We are the stewards of this land and we desire to support diversity and sustainability
and to live in harmony with it:
I. By sustaining and renewing the land with healthy practices.
A. Making choices about the land and water usage
-Preserving the function of the Decorah Edge
-Researching and implementing restorative practices
-Monitoring the impacts that congregants and visitors have on the health and
serenity of the land and making choices to restrict usage as needed
-Not impacting the environment off-site. Manage the site to reflect impacts
on the community and world environments. Aim for zero carbon footprint
through minimizing fossil fuel consumption, and for runoff water quality and
quantity consistent with natural conditions.



B. Making choices about _plant species and conservation

-Adopting an integrated system of pest management to reduce or eliminate the
use of toxic pesticides and herbicides and more use of natural or organic
methods

-Eliminating invasive species that cause damage and alternatively plant native
species that support the balance of this bio-region as well as climate resilient
species for the future

I1. By Educating:
A. Providing spaces for self-education through being with nature B. Providing
educational opportunities that relate to the environment, such as: - Bird
identification
- Phenology observations
- Nature journaling
- Labyrinth experiences
- Meditation
- Healing qualities of the air, water and food
- Healing qualities of peace, quiet and presence while spending time with
nature

C. By providing space for Faith Development to use for educational purposes

D. Facilitating awareness of negative consumption patterns and encouraging
thoughtful consumption

I11. By fostering healing:

A. Providing a safe place for solitude amidst the busyness and demands of daily
life

B. Providing a place of beauty which may reduce stress and help enhance
personal balance

C. Encouraging people to experience the land as an_inspiration for creative
expression

D. Through developing respect for the environment and valuing peace among
all people



