
Having trouble viewing this email? Click here

 
 Venture     Vol. 59, No. 2 - July 2017

Our Mission: To be a compassionate, welcoming community that nurtures 
spiritual growth and practices justice.

 

A Month of Sundays
 

Services & Religious Education for Children & Youth 
 at 10:00 am through Labor Day

 
Childcare available during service for babies and toddlers 

(6 months+ to 3 years old)
 

July 2 - The Joy of Small Things
 
In the chaos, bustle, hurry, and joy of the summer season,
where are you finding peace, stillness, and simplicity? Many
of our poets and teachers speak of small things- of the
mundane, and they often find such joy and contentment there.
What are the small things in your life? Where do you find your
simple joys?
 
Jack Gaede, Worship Leader
Erin Froud, Worship Associate
Mike Anderson, piano

 
Jack Gaede is a candidate for the UU ministry, who completed his Master of Divinity degree from
United Theological Seminary in May of 2017. He is a member of First Universalist Church of
Minneapolis, and he is also currently serving as the Intern for Justice & Religious Leadership at
MUUSJA (Minnesota Unitarian Universalist Social Justice Alliance). He will be heading to his
internship at All Soul Unitarian Universalist Church in Kansas City, MO, in August. He loves reading,
theater, bicycling, running, puzzles, justice work, fall colors, and travel. He has lived in North
Minneapolis for the past 13 years in a community house, which currently houses five adults.
 
 
July 9
Watch Weekly eNews for information about this service.
 
 
 
July 16 - Dancing in the Fires of Change
 
Symbolically, fire epitomizes change and transformation, the
unpredictable and uncontrollable essence of nature, of life itself.
From the inspirational spark that sets it all in motion, to the residual
ashes from which new life springs, the dance through the flames can
be exhilarating, exhausting, sometimes perilous, and best
approached with an attitude of flexibility and a spirit of adventure. 
 
Rev. Char Tarashanti, Worship Leader
Linda Blouin, Worship Associate
Laurie Helmers, piano
 
Char Tarashanti was a member of First UU Church of Rochester for
nearly 30 years, prior a recent move to Flagstaff, AZ to enjoy life as a
"hands-on" Grandma. Her involvement with the Rochester
congregation encompassed work in Social Justice, Adult Religious
Education, Chalice Circles, and Group Spiritual Direction. She was ordained as an Interspiritual
Minister in 2010 and became an Affiliated Officiant of First UU in 2015.
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July 23 - The Power of telling the Truth: A Celebration of Gender
Debra Davis will be tell her story and talk about her guiding principles of life:

"The good in people
No one can cause me to hate
Look forward to each new day
The power of self-esteem
"I am OK"
We all have a destiny
There is a Higher Power
The power of one".
 

Debra Davis, Worship Leader
Erin Froud, Worship Associate
Teresa Tolmie, piano
 

Debra Davis is an award-winning transgender educator, activist,
and nationally renown speaker, trainer and author. She is a frequent
keynote speaker at conferences and conventions throughout the
country. Over the last 27 years she has given over 1,200
presentations and workshops. She also consults with employers, law
enforcement, human rights agencies and not-for-profit service
providers regarding policies that affect transgender people and is
especially effective in coordinating workplace transitions for
transgender employees. Ms. Davis, a retired high school librarian,
came out in May of 1998 as a transgender woman at Southwest
High School in the Minneapolis Public Schools. This transition is
believed to be one of the first successful transitions in the nation, of
a transgender person working with children in secondary education.
Debbie's love of life and that of her amazing & joyous journey
resonate within her spirituality. More at www.debradavis.org or e-
mail her at debbie@debradavis.org.
 

 
 
July 30 - Spiritual Growth Through Creativity
Creative UU Spirits, Worship Leaders
Anne Black-Sinak, Worship Associate
Jaymi Wilson, piano
 

Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) President, the Rev. Susan Frederick-Gray,
issued the following pastoral message for the Unitarian Universalist community. 
 
June 29, 2017
 
My Fellow Unitarian Universalists,
 
I invite you to join me in continuing to hold in our hearts, in our thoughts, and in our prayers, our UUA
staff colleagues, James Curran and Tim Byrne who are recovering after being attacked and robbed
in New Orleans. Both are continuing to recover physically and to navigate the trauma of the event.
James is back home in Boston. Tim remains hospitalized in New Orleans but is making steady
progress each day. His doctors are cautiously optimistic about the prognosis for his recovery. We are
profoundly grateful to the dedicated medical professionals who initially treated and continue to care
for James and Tim.
 
We continue to send Tim and James and their partners and loved ones our positive thoughts, care,
and support in this time. As the new President of the UUA, I am doing my best to be present to these
staff members and to honor the time and space they need to attend to their recovery.
 
I also want to acknowledge the sorrow, fear, anger, and heartbreak of seeing a loved one, a member
of our community, violently attacked. I have experienced all of these emotions in the last few days, as
have so many of the UUA staff and wider UU community. Throughout the General Assembly, we
reflected on the narratives and wider systems of oppression that perpetuate both systemic and
personal violence. This week, those reflections became personal and proximate.
 
As I have listened to Unitarian Universalists reflect on this situation, I have been moved by the
connections made to Bryan Stevenson's powerful message to us at General Assembly that "simply
punishing the broken-walking away from them or hiding them from sight-only ensures that they
remain broken and we do, too. There is no wholeness outside of our reciprocal humanity." May we
hold the young adults who carried out the robbery, Rashaad Piper (20), Nicholas Polgowski (18),
DeJuan Paul (18), and Joshua Simmons (18), with the universal love that we hold Tim Byrne and
James Curran. This is so very important. Many voices have lifted up hope for a process of restorative
justice.
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These are our Unitarian Universalist values calling us to live in the reality of the heartbreak of our
world, while remembering that no one is outside the circle of love - that compassion is always our
guide, and that as a religious community, we seek the well-being of all people and the dismantlement
of systems of oppression that undermine our collective humanity.
 
As President, I am waiting to make any official statements to New Orleans authorities in order to give
our staff members time to be in the conversation. At the same time, I am encouraged by the local
grassroots leadership of Unitarian Universalists in New Orleans, including the Center for Ethical
Living and Social Justice Renewal (CELSJR) and their partners, to help us see both the proximate
and larger realities and humanity of this incident. I ask for your patience in this time, and for your
faithful presence as Unitarian Universalists. 
 
In faith, 
 
Rev. Susan Frederick-Gray

Shared Plate Recipient - Sunday, July 16
Our Social Justice Council has chosen PFund Scholarship as the recipient
of our July Shared Plate. 
 
We share one-half of our collected plate with the recipient chosen by our
Social Justice Council. Through the generosity of an anonymous member of
our congregation, that half is matched.
 
The PFund Scholarship is awarded to GLBTQ students from southeastern 
Minnesota who will attend technical school, college or graduate school in the 
United States. This fund was started in 2000 by Darrel Waters and Mary 
Wallace to assist non-metro area students with their higher education.

Sermon Available
 
If you missed Rev. Hudson's last sermon on June 18th, it is available on our website under the
Worship area:
 

June 18, 2017 - Just Deserts or Just Desserts?
 
Video 
Manuscript

Summer 2017 Pathway to Membership
Welcome to First Unitarian Universalist of Rochester: A Class for Newcomers!
 
Sunday July 9th, 12:30-3:30 pm
12:30 pm - Lunch in the Commons
1:00 pm - Class in the Sanctuary
 
If you have been visiting First Unitarian Universalist Church and would like to explore more about
Unitarian Universalism and our congregation, we invite you to join us for this enlightening time of
discussion. You will meet others who are exploring our church as their spiritual home and together we
will have an opportunity to share our religious journey. We will explore the principles, mission and
vision of this church, as well as historical and contemporary Unitarian Universalism.
 
We will view a video on the rich history of the First UU in Rochester, MN and you will become
acquainted with the programs and ministries of the congregation, explore the deeper meanings and
expectations of membership and shared ministry and find out if our spiritual home is the right fit to be
YOURS! .
 
If you would like to sign up for this class, please sign up on the clipboard on the Guest Table or 
contact Melissa Eggler, Coordinator of Congregational Life, at congregationlife@uurochmn.org
or 282-5209.  With at least one week advance request, childcare will be provided. 
 
Join us as we explore how wonderful being a member of the First Unitarian Universalist Church of
Rochester can be!
 
Presented by:
Melissa Eggler, Coordinator of Congregational Life

Welcome, New Members 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CqLmn2VeZA0
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Dottie Johnson and Paul Couvrette shared this statement when going through our Pathways to
Membership classes. We welcome them as some of our newest members.
 
"We believe that everyone should develop spiritual beliefs that fit their own
understanding of the world, rather than automatically accept rigid dogma as
taught by others. This belief brought us to U U looking for a church home
whose members are tolerant and respectful of differing philosophies. We are
joining 1st U U of Rochester because it is the kind of welcoming community
we hoped to find.
 
Here at 1st UU of Rochester, we also found an inspiring commitment to
social justice. 
 
We want want to thank everyone the warm welcome from the entire
congregation, and we look forward to many years of learning and spiritual
growth as a part of this caring community."
 

Social Justice
 

New volunteer training opportunity. No need to RSVP - just show up. Plan on 2 hours though may not
be that long.
 

Monday, July 10th at 7 p.m.
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church
St. Clare Room/church basement
1114 3rd St SE, Rochester, MN 55904

 

 
Having
A A
W Worthwhile
T Time
H Helping
O Others!
R Respecting
N aNd
E Encouraging
H Hawthorne
E Education Students
L Living at or below the
P Poverty Level.
S Sign Up & Shop Summer Needs!

 
Blue Barrel Summer 2017 collection: body wash, lotion, & sunscreen
 
For more information about helping with Hawthorne Helps, contact coordinators Sandy
MacLaughlin or Sandy Ramage. 
 
 

HELP WANTED!!
We are seeking interested individuals to assist in presenting an Adult Education Class:

 
The Wi$dom Path begins with participants' own stories. It then offers a widening exploration of
the ways that money influences our personal lives and relationships, the broader society, and the
world. Practical tools are mixed with deep reflection about the impact of our fiscal choices, both as
individuals and as congregations. Themes of generosity and stewardship are explored along with
questions about class and justice. (12 Sessions, beginning Winter 2018)
 
Check out the curriculum here :http://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/adults/wisdom/program-structure
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If you are interested in facilitating or co-facilitating this class, please contact: Frank Druktainis or
Melissa Eggler, Coordinator of Congregational Life.

Happening at First UU
Information about activities, events, classes and more is in our Weekly
eNews, on the  HAPPENING AT FIRST UU page on our website, and
is available on Sunday morning.
 
(Click on either the link or the image to see details for these opportunities.)
 
Next Meetings:

Board of Directors
Wednesday, July 19 / 7:00 pm / Conference Room (Board Orientation)
Program Council
Wednesday, September 6 / 7:15 pm / Commons
 

Summer 2017 Fellowship Activities
 
Sunday, July 9
Spin Doctors/ Down by the Riverside Concert
Gather at 6 p.m. / Concert at 7 p.m.                        
Pack a picnic dinner and a blanket and join us behind the Rochester Art Center to listen to the '90s
sound of the Spin Doctors, a unique blend of pop, funk and progressive rock. Free! Hosted by Sarah
Hayes
 
Friday, July 14
T - Shirt Mixer & Family Game Night  
6:30 p.m. / Commons
Wear your favorite T Shirt and get to know your fellow UUs by their unique T- shirts! Bring fruit or a
dessert to share. Bring a favorite family game for children to play with friends.  Fellowship will provide
lemonade and decaf coffee. Nursery care will be available for the little ones. (Please sign up for child
care.) Hosted by Robin Taylor & Lyn Smith.
 
Thursday, July 20
Chalice Campers welcome everyone to Family Night!
Time/placeTBD
Hosted byRamona Barr.               
 
Sunday, August 6           
Pert Near Sandstone/ Down by the Riverside Concert
Gather at 6 p.m. / Concert at 7 pm
Pack a picnic dinner and a blanket and join us behind the Rochester Art Center to listen to Bluegrass
/Newgrass sounds of Pert Near Sandstone from the Twin Cities.  Free! Hosted by Robin Taylor.
 
Monday, August 7
Monday Fun-day Ice Cream Social
6:30-8 p.m. Courtyard or Commons
Bring your favorite topping to share -- Fellowship will provide the ice cream. Hosted by Lyn Smith,
Sarah Hayes & Janet Breitenbach.
 

Saturday, August 12
Honkers Baseball Game and Fireworks!
Gather at 6:30 p.m. / Game at 7:05 p.m.
Look for fellow UUs in the stands. Buy your own tickets:  $8/general admission, bleacher seats with
back rests. Free for children 3 and under. Hosted by Beth Thompson.
 
Sunday, August 13                                                                                    
HE'S FINALLY HERE!! Potluck Brunch
Welcome our new minister and his family, following the 10 a.m. service - the first service with Rev.
Luke Stevens-Royer in the pulpit! Hosted by Linda & Bill Thompson.           
 
Sunday, August 20
All-Church Picnic and Games
11:30 a.m. / Location TBD  
Bring a picnic and beverages for your family, as well as a snack to share.  Meet at 11:30 am for
fellowship and games. This event is for everyone! Hosted by Beth Thompson.
 

Upcoming Newsletters
Issue Due Date

August Monday, July 24
September Monday, August 21
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Care Coordinators    

June 25-July 8 Barbara Anderson
 

  

July 8-22 Joyce Wood & Diane Closson   

July 23-August 5 Vikki Wolff   

    

Our Staff  Office Hours Contact
Rev. Fritz Hudson Interim Minister through July 2017 None in July fhudson@uuma.org 

Rev. Luke Stevens-Royer Minister beginning August 2017 To be determined through church office

Jody Tharp
 

Congregational Co-Administrator Monday thru Friday:  9 am-3 pm office@uurochmn.org

Connie Schuelka Congregational Co-Administrator Monday, Wednesday-Friday
9 am - 3 pm

administration@uurochmn.org

Joyce Rood Director of Religious Education Sunday mornings, by
appointment

dre@uurochmn.org

Melissa Eggler Congregational Life Coordinator Wednesday, by appointment congregationlife@uurochmn.org

Joe Mish & Connie Schuelka Co-Directors of Music by appointment music@uurochmn.org

Jaydn Shumaker
 

Childcare Coordinator Sunday mornings childcare@uurochmn.org

Tom Rud Custodian  through church office

Rev. Dillman Baker Sorrells Minister Emerita   

    
    
Our Board Officers Members at Large   
Jerry Katzmann, President Charyssa Cobb   
Gail Bishop, Vice-President Randy Crawford   
Ann Hutton, Secretary Kate Thompson-Jewell   
Garth Nelson, Treasurer Greg Turosak   
 Chris Wendt   
    
    

First Unitarian Universalist Church  /  (507) 282-5209  /  office@uurochmn.org
Office Hours  /  9 am - 3 pm Monday through Friday

 
Prefer Not to Receive the Venture?
If you do not want to receive our monthly newsletter, the Venture, by DO want to remain on the church
mailing list, please send an email to administration@uurochmn.org .  
 
Caution:  Clicking "SafeUnsubscribe" below puts your name on a DO NOT MAIL list for ALL Constant
Contact communications from the Church.

First Unitarian Universalist Church, 1727 Walden Lane SW, Rochester, MN 55902

SafeUnsubscribe™ {recipient's email}
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