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Our Mission: To be a compassionate, welcoming community that nurtures 
spiritual growth and practices justice.

Sunday Services in December

Services & Religious Education for Children & Youth 
at 9:00 & 11:00 am

Fellowship between services in the Commons
Childcare available during services for babies and toddlers (6 months+ to 3 years old)

Sunday, December 3 - The Slowed-Down Season
9:00 am & 11:00 am

Rev. Luke Stevens-Royer, Minister
Linda Ortiz, Worship Associate
Polished Brass, Musical guests
Connie Schuelka, organ
Mission 21, Shared Plate Recipient

Sunday, December 10 - Enough for a Spark
9:00 am & 11:00 am

Rev. Luke Stevens-Royer, Minister
Amy Nelson, Worship Associate
Walden Hill Vocal Ensemble, Joe Mish,
Director
Connie Schuelka, piano
Community Food Response, Shared Plate
Recipient

Sunday, December 17 -  Inter-Generational Services - Giving My Heart
9:00 am & 11:00 am

Join us for a service of story and singing, including our children's choir and celebrating giving
with collecting for the 'Giving Peace' Mitten Tree (see following article).

Rev. Luke Stevens-Royer, Minister
Ann Hutton, Worship Associate
Walden Hill Children's Choir, Joe Mish, Director
Connie Schuelka, piano
Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC), Shared Plate Recipient

Thursday, December 21 - Winter Solstice Potluck & Service
5:30 pm Potluck / 6:15 pm Service
Rev. Luke Stevens-Royer, Minister

Join us for a potluck meal, followed by a service of readings, music, and story, ending at an
outdoor fire.  Families and children are welcome.  If you are interested in participating in the
evening, please sign up online at here:  Solstice Service 

 
Sunday, December 24 - Christmas Eve Services & Reception

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?ca=7799403d-edd5-47e2-aba6-f16fb1ca5cca&preview=true&m=1103622714804&id=preview
https://ui.constantcontact.com/emailSharePreview.jsp?id=preview
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040B44ADAD2AA31-potluck


     December Simplicity
     January Revelation
     February Courage
     March Mortality
     April Creativity
     May Humility
     June-August Sabbath

10:00 am - Dark of Winter, Soft and Still (one morning service only)
A contemplative service of readings, music, and reflection for those seeking stillness and quiet in
the midst of the holiday season.

Rev. Luke Stevens-Royer, Minister
Rose Mish, violin
First UU Church Human Needs Fund, Shared Plate Recipient

4:00 & 6:00 pm - Sing, Choirs of  Angels
Joyful and festive services with traditional and contemporary lessons and carols, ending in song
and candlelight.  Please bring your Guest at Your Table boxes to place under the tree during
services (see following article).

Rev. Luke Stevens-Royer, Minister
Walden Hill Vocal Ensemble, Joe Mish, Director; Connie Schuelka, piano & organ
First UU Church Human Needs Fund, Shared Plate Recipient

 
Between Services

Join us for a holiday reception - Come to share your favorite cookies and savory finger foods in
this time for fellowship and community.

Sunday, December 31 - New Year's Eve
One service only at 10:00 am

Monthly Themes for the Year
Monthly themes provide a framework to guide the life of our church in worship, learning, and service. 
Through the themes, we draw on wisdom from several traditions, and engage religious language that
is both traditional and contemporary.  The themes expand spiritual vocabulary, clarify ethical action,
and help nurture lives of meaning and purpose.

You can watch past sermons by clicking here or going to our YouTube channel.

December: Simplicity

'Tis a Gift to be Simple...

I wonder, sometimes, how everything gets so complicated.
At times, it seems that technology has increased the frenetic-ness of our culture, and our lives - and
other times, we are reminded,
that things have been busy, complicated, in many ways, for a long, long time.
We just know a little more quickly, nowadays, about how complicated humanity is.

Simplicity is, itself, complicated. No joke.
To simplify one's life,
to simplify one's tasks, or relationships, or obligations,
to keep things simple, and manageable, and do-able -
well, that's quite complicated sometimes.

Beyond absolutisms,
or the choice of either/or
maybe there is another way of experience a simplified life.

It doesn't need to mean rejecting a life
filled with things and people and activity -
but perhaps how one finds the balance within such a life.

Maybe it's similar to a young child, around 4 years old,
that I recently overheard in a coffee shop,
yelling at the top of her lungs - "this is a coffee shop!!"



simply naming and noticing - in pure joy and excitement and wonder - the present of now.

Maybe simplicity
is trying to filter through the clutter,
the hustle and bustle of buying and making and gifting -
and find ways to receive the common gifts
floating in the air.

 - Luke

'Giving Peace' Mitten Tree and Guest at Your Table

 
The 'Giving Peace' Mitten Tree
Our 'Giving Peace' mitten tree will once again be set up at the
base of the Sanctuary stairs on December 3.  This sharing tree
is a great way for members & friends and their families to give
back to our community and live out our shared Principles. 
Each mitten on the tree will contain a gift tag listing items
needed by four organizations supported by our Social Justice
Council.  

On either Sunday, Dec. 3rd or 10th, each family will take one
tag (leave the mittens on the tree, please!) and purchase or

collect the items listed on that tag. Items on any given tag should cost no more that $10-$20 if
purchased.  You'll bring those items back to church (in a bag with the tag attached) on
December 17th for the Inter-generational service.  

The Religious Education youth will help sort the items and the Social Justice Council members will
see they are received by the recipient organizations.

There will be 'Giving Peace' mitten tree gift tags in four colors supporting these four causes:

Refugee Resettlement Program - PINK TAGS
Hawthorne Helps - BLUE TAGS
Channel One - GREEN TAGS
Rochester Women's Shelter -  YELLOW TAGS

Guest At Your Table
Boxes were given out at services on Sunday, Nov. 19th.
Throughout the month, we invite families to put donations
(coins, dollars, checks) in the box to support the work of our
national Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC).  If
you need a box, contact our Director of Religious Education,
Joyce Rood, at dre@uurochmn.org.  
Guest At Your Table boxes will be collected during
services Christmas Eve.

December Shared Plate Recipients 

Our Social Justice Council has chosen the following organizations as recipients of our December
Shared Plates. We share one-half of our collected plate with the organization. 

Through the generosity of an anonymous member of our congregation, that half will be matched.

December 3 - Mission 21
Mission 21 provides a Survivor Support Group for youth
survivors of sex trafficking. Participants are provided
opportunities to process past experiences, meet with other
survivors, set goals and encourage each other to make
healthy choices. Mission 21 provides at-risk youth with a
prevention curriculum program in efforts to keep them safe
and give them resources to protect themselves.

December 10 - Community Food Response
Community Food Response (CFR) was formed in 1993 to help address the problem of hunger in our
community.  Since September 2001, our congregation has been a cooperating church among 18+
groups that assist at least one day a month by providing drivers to pick up the food and volunteers to

mailto:dre@uurochmn.org


sort and distribute the excess food from hospitals, restaurants,
businesses and grocery stores. Bethel Lutheran Church donates space
for this sorting, storing, and distribution.  This non-profit, volunteer-led
organization is supported by donations and grants to maintain its
operations.

December 17 - Unitarian Universalist Service Committee
(UUSC)

 
Grounded in Unitarian Universalist values, UUSC is a human rights
organization powered by grassroots collaboration. It is a non-sectarian
501(c) (3) organization open to all. It has been doing human rights work
around the world for 77 years, confronting some of the world's greatest
moral challenges and often taking a leading role, working for a world
free of oppression. UUSC is there for people coping with some of the
worst tragedies in life, the loss of our homes and displacement from our
communities.
  

December 24 - First UU Church Human Needs Fund
The First UU Church Human Needs Fund is used to remove barriers to members full participation in
congregational life, including improvements to accessibility, and to provide monetary support to
members and attending friends in times of need.

Aging Gracefully - or Not? Elders Discussion Group
Wednesday, January 10 / 12 noon / Hearth Room

Are you at least 70? A little younger? A little older? Are you beginning to think about or are you
concerned about aging? What challenges do you face? What concerns do you have? Join us as we
discuss the formation of a monthly Elders Discussion Group, at which we'll discuss topics that
concern us.

Note that this group will NOT address specific challenges of aging or where to obtain assistance,
which are amply dealt with by local organizations such as Elder Network. Rather, this group will focus
on the thoughts, emotions, and feelings that we encounter as we realize we have--surprise!--become
elders.

At the first meeting, we invite you to share topics relevant to aging that you'd like to talk about. Each
topic will be written on a slip of paper, placed in a jar, and one will be drawn out at the next gathering.

This will be a free-flowing, drop-in discussion in the Hearth Room. Sign up is not required. Simply
bring a sack lunch, a beverage, and engage in conversation with others who, like you, have
embarked on a new adventure. For additional information, contact Pat Calvert, pcalv@q.com

Thank You

Dear UU Friends,

Thank you very much for your generous donation of $1,413.00 to the Living Tradition Fund in
honor of Rev. Luke Stevens-Royer's installation on October 15, 2017.

The Unitarian Universalist Association's Living Tradition Fund provides essential grants to religious
professionals and all congregational staff, working to reduce the burden of seminary student loans
and to deliver general assistance to all congregational staff in need. This fund supports our faith and
future by offering aid to our leaders, innovators, and the stewards of faith, allowing all individuals to
pursue a life dedicated to Unitarian Universalism.

Your generosity to this fund demonstrates your life commitment to Unitarian Universalism and its
many traditions. Thank you.

mailto:pcalv@q.com


In faith,

Rev. Mary Katherine Morn
UUA Director of Stewardship and Development and Senior Advisor to
the President

Rev. Richard Nugent
UUA Director of Church Staff Finances

Social Justice

UU Barrel Winter Collection for Hawthorne Helps - "Getting
Ready for a Minnesota Winter"

Lotion, Cough Drops (throat lozenges-30 count) and, NEW Adult winter
caps, mittens or gloves

KNITTERS - Time, talent & yarn donations are welcomed (winter caps,
mittens, gloves, scarves & neck warmers).

The Hawthorne Helps Blue Barrel is located in the Commons at the base of the stairs.

For more information about helping with Hawthorne Helps, contact coordinators Sandy MacLaughlin
or Sandy Ramage.

Family Promise

A big thank you to the 32 Unitarian Universalist volunteers who helped host
two families, 3 adults and 8 children at Good Shepherd Church from
October 29 to November 5.  It is always an adventure with the unexpected
happening; locked doors, late night visit by locksmith and a broken car of
one of the guest families.  But we are a flexible bunch and it all happened.

We are again on the calendar for January 21-28, 2018.  We will be doing
the week back-to-back with Good Shepherd so will set up but will not have
to take down.  Phyllis Beery will coordinate this week.
Joyce Wood, Lynne Kirklin

 

Happening at First UU
 

Next Meetings:
Board of Directors
Wednesday, December 13 / 7:00 pm / Conference Room

Program Council
Wednesday, January 24 / 7:15 pm / Commons

Information about activities, events, classes and more is in our Weekly
eNews, on the  HAPPENING AT FIRST UU page on our website, and
is available on Sunday morning.

Click either on the link or on the image for information about what's going
on at church.

Upcoming Newsletters
Issue Due Date

January Monday, December 11 - Note this is an early
deadline due to the holidays.

http://uurochmn.org/main/news-events/special-events/
https://uurochmn.org/news-events/happening-at-first-uu/


Care Coordinators
November 26-December 9

 
Linda Thompson

December 10-23 Joyce Wood & Lynne Kirklin
December 24-January 6 Vikki Wolff

Our Staff Role Office Hours Contact
Rev. Luke Stevens-Royer Minister Tuesday-Friday: 9 am-3 pm revluke@uurochmn.org

Jody Tharp
 

Congregational Co-Administrator Monday thru Friday:  9 am-3 pm office@uurochmn.org

Connie Schuelka
 

Congregational Co-Administrator Monday, Wednesday-Friday
 9 am - 3 pm

 

administration@uurochmn.org

Joyce Rood
 

Director of Religious Education 
 

Sunday mornings, by
appointment

 

dre@uurochmn.org
 

Melissa Eggler Congregational Life Coordinator Wednesday, by appointment congregationlife@uurochmn.org

Joe Mish & Connie Schuelka
 

Co-Directors of Music
 

by appointment
 

music@uurochmn.org

Derik Robertson Youth Program Coordinator by appointment youthprogram@uurochmn.org
 

Jadyn Shumaker
 

Childcare Coordinator Sunday mornings childcare@uurochmn.org

Tom Rud Custodian through church office

Rev. Dillman Baker Sorrells Minister Emerita

Our Board Officers Members at Large
 

Jerry Katzmann, President
 

Charyssa Cobb

Gail Bishop, Vice-President Randy Crawford

Ann Hutton, Secretary Kate Thompson-Jewell
 

Garth Nelson, Treasurer Greg Turosak

Chris Wendt

First Unitarian Universalist Church  /  (507) 282-5209  /  office@uurochmn.org
Office Hours  /  9 am - 3 pm Monday through Friday

 
Prefer Not to Receive the Venture?
If you do not want to receive our monthly newsletter, the Venture, by DO want to remain on the church
mailing list, please send an email to administration@uurochmn.org .  
 
Caution:  Clicking "SafeUnsubscribe" below puts your name on a DO NOT MAIL list for ALL Constant
Contact communications from the Church.

 

First Unitarian Universalist Church, 1727 Walden Lane SW, Rochester, MN 55902
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