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Our Mission: To be a compassionate, welcoming community that nurtures 
spiritual growth and practices justice.

Sunday Services in August
Services & Religious Education for Children & Youth at 10:00 am through Labor Day
Fellowship follows service in the Commons at 11 am
Childcare available during service for babies and toddlers (6 months+ to 3 years old)

August 6 - Facing the Blank Page
How do we get started and find inspiration when we are facing a blank page or canvas?

Joe Mish & Greg Wimmer, Worship Leaders
Laurie Helmers, Music

August 13 - A Net to Catch My Days 

Rev. Luke Stevens-Royer, Worship Leader
Amy Nelson, Worship Associate
Walden Hill Vocal Ensemble, Joe Mish, Director
Connie Schuelka, piano

August 20 - THRIVE
Jackson Young will share his experience in Annapolis, MD at THRIVE: UU Leadership School for
Youth and Young Adults of Color.

Jackson Young, Guest Presenter
Anne Black-Sinak, Worship Associate
Connie Schuelka, piano

August 27 - Sanctuary and Immigrant Rights
Rabbi Jean Binkovitz will discuss legal and moral questions related to sanctuary and immigrant rights.

Rabbi Jean Binkovitz, Speaker
Mark Brutinel, Worship Associate
Lori Elward, vocals
Connie Schuelka, piano

Rabbi Jean Binkovitz is a member of the American Immigration Lawyers Association and the
Minnesota State Bar Association and is admitted to the bars of the Supreme Court of Minnesota
and the US Supreme Court. She has also been ordained as a Jewish Universalist Rabbi and is
the Board Chair of the Intercultural Mutual Assistance Association. 

Our lives are always in a time of transition - leaving something and
moving toward something else. Maybe it's where you live or where
you work; maybe it's a relationship, a frame of mind - maybe it's as
simple and as complex and beautiful as one breath, to the next.

Annie Dillard writes about defending our lives from chaos and whim -
even as chaos and whim are simply necessary or gladly welcome, we
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Rev. Luke Stevens-Royer

tend to need and create ways to hold together the threads of our lives.
She writes,

How we spend our days is, of course, how we spend our lives. What
we do with this hour, and that one, is what we are doing. A schedule
defends from chaos and whim. It is a net for catching days. It is a
scaffolding on which a worker can stand and labor with both hands at
sections of time. A schedule is a mock-up of reason and order-willed,
faked, and so brought into being; it is a peace and a haven set into the
wreck of time; it is a lifeboat on which you find yourself, decades later,
still living. Each day is the same, so you remember the series
afterward as a blurred and powerful pattern.

I've been wanting a net for catching these days as our family has
moved from St. Paul to Rochester - certainly a blurred and powerful
pattern of organizing our lives. Where to get groceries, where to walk

the dog, what drawer the socks go in, and finding a rhythm from breakfast to bedtime.

As much as we have tried to create order, there are moments (many, in fact) where chaos wins the
day and we have to simply breathe through it and take one moment, one breath, at a time. Perhaps,
though, in any transition for any one of us, we have a large enough net - one that we create with the
threads and strands of relationship and grace and love - that will catch our days and remind us we
are held by communities, by one another - by something sturdy and large enough to hold us all.
Let us hope church is a place, when we are swirling in the wreck of time, that is a lifeboat. Let us
hope, that if church is anything, it is where we turn to each other in the midst of chaos, and say,
"We've got you. We're holding your net."

A Note from Fritz and Ginny

As we settle back into our Lincoln home, Ginny and I frequently pause to
share warm memories of our two years with all of you "up north." We send
you our thanks for the SUPER send-off reception, generous check, artwork
and personal remembrances from so many. All will be treasured for years to
come.

- Fritz Hudson & Ginny Gross

Seeking New Caring Coordinators
 

Our Caring Congregation is comprised of UU
volunteers who coordinate caring services for members
and friends. We have long lists of church members who
are willing to provide occasional meals, rides, or
hospital visits. Each Caring Coordinator serves for a
two-week period during which they arrange these
services. We also write birthday & anniversary cards,
congratulations & graduation cards, as well as
Valentines, Thanksgiving and Christmas cards to shut-
in's and elderly members.

Benefits of Being a Caring Coordinator...

Meet many members of our church
Put into action our values of community and mutual interdependence
Work with our committee of wonderful and dedicated UU members
Offers an excellent way for new members to become involved in the church

Responsibilities/Time Requirements of the Job...

Choose a two-week period that suits your calendar to serve as Caring Coordinator. New Caring
Coordinators can work with an experience Coordinator
Occasional Caring Committee meetings - usually two or three each year - where we touch base
with each other, discuss ideas for improving our work, eat & enjoy each other's company
No monthly meetings

Questions? Contact Vikki Wolff: 507-269-5573 or vikkiwolff@charter.net

mailto:vikkiwolff@charter.net


Shared Plate Recipient - Sunday, August 20
Our Social Justice Council has chosen Saturday Noon Meals (SNM)as the recipient of our July
Shared Plate. 

We share one-half of our collected plate with the recipient chosen by our Social Justice
Council. Through the generosity of an anonymous member of our congregation, that half is matched.

Saturday Noon Meals (SNM) is the Saturday
Rochester-area soup kitchen, a Channel One agency.
Their mission is "To provide an attractively served
nutritious meal in a warm, safe atmosphere for
persons in need". The person in need in this program
is called a guest. Just as you would prepare to have a
guest for lunch, SNM likes to present an atmosphere
that is caring and welcoming to hungry individuals as
well as having a place to socialize and feel less
isolated."

SNM is an open invitation to all members of the
community. With the open invitation and no RSVP, the
total count of guests is unknown until its meal time at
12 noon. The guests receive appetizers from 11:00 am until noon, served buffet style. At Noon, the
guests are asked to have a the meal that is served to them as family-style service. 

Guests are usually experiencing a situation that prevents them from having a meal for the day. Guest
counts flex, with an average 60-70 guests per Saturday. Factors that affect our count incude weather,
time of month (for individuals getting paid only once a month), activities (celebrations, holidays), and
harvest schedule (Seneca Foods). Christ United Methodist Church hosts the meal. Funding to get
supplies and food for the meal comes from the community. This agency is entirely volunteer service
with a volunteer coordinator, Linda Curtis. 

SNM's first meal was served in September 1994 and has been served every Saturday since that date.
All volunteers are welcome, from grade 7 to senior citizen. If you have an elementary student who is
interested in working with food and cooking, you can connect with Linda Curtis to get special
permission to be a parent/adult team for the volunteer time. No previous training is needed; Linda
tells you all you need for serving and cleanup. 

You can support SNM  placing a donation in the Shared Plate on August 20 or by volunteering. If
anyone in the church has a group (chalice circle, class, or committee) that would like to volunteer on
a Saturday, please contact Roxanne Schlasner at schlasner@usfamily.net or 289-3959.

Do You Follow Your Investments?  

Are you interested in Socially Responsible Investing?
Would you like to help our church build its Endowment Fund?
Did you know that our church has an established Endowment Fund, but has not had an active
committee for a few years?

Our Bylaws state: "An Endowment Fund shall be
established to further the mission of the Church
beyond its normal operating budget, to improve
the Church's building and grounds in a manner
beyond routine and periodic maintenance, to fund
social outreach projects in the community at large,
and to help the Church manage financial
emergencies."

The Endowment Fund is governed by Bylaws
Article XVI, which specifies that the Endowment
Committee is comprised of five (5) members
appointed by the Board.
  
The current balance in the fund is about $78,000.
Before any of the funds can be spent in any of
three specified areas, the balance must reach 25% of our current operating budget (or about
$125,000). Our funds are invested in the the UUA Common Endowment Fund, which is under the
oversight of the UUA Board of Trustees & the UUA Investment Committee who selects professional
outside advisers and investment managers. Collectively, these groups and individuals work to set
investment policies, determine asset allocation targets, select and monitor investment managers and
regularly re-balance the Fund to maintain its strategic asset allocation targets. There are quarterly
conference call updates and reports.
  
Our balance is growing, but needs additional donations. Donations to the fund are in addition to your
annual pledge, and can be considered when determining bequests in your will or as you approaching
age 70-1/2 when you must start thinking of taking mandatory withdrawals from IRA's and 401K's.
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A plaque on the wall in the Commons bears the names of Endowment contributors who have given a
donation of at least $2,000 or have made a bequest to the church in their will. Please, consider a
donation as way to remember our church.

Want to learn more? 

Talk to Congregational Co-Administrator Connie Schuelka if you are interested in arranging
a donation.
Read our church Bylaws, p.10
Learn more about the UUA Common Endowment Managed Fund
See the plaque of donors and info in the Commons (on the corner as you head to the elevator)
Dick Rundle was the most recent committee chair, and Kathe Yoss has many years of
experience with our endowments, so they would be excellent resources for anyone interested.

Interested in working with this committee? 

Contact the Program & Administrative Council (PAC Team) members Gail Bishop or Rob Harveland,
any Board member (see the list at the end of the newsletter) or Linda Thompson, Finance Chair.

Social Justice

Diversity Day - Sponsored by the Diversity Council
August 24 noon to 8 pm - Thursdays on First near Historic Third
Hawthorne Helps, in partnership with Hawthorne Education Center's (HEC) Citizenship Program, will
host a hands-on educational USA Citizenship booth. Did your ancestors immigrate? Mark the country
on a world map and try your skill at answering a few questions from the USA Citizenship exam.
Would you pass? Learn to say "hello" in the language of Rochester's newest 2017 citizens. 

We are Standing on the Side of Love. UU Volunteers along with HEC students will be staffing the
booth. Interested in a two hour shift? Contact Sandy MacLaughlin

Hawthorne Helps: A homegrown UU Social Justice Outreach
Blue Barrel Summer 2017 collection: body wash, lotion, & sunscreen
Save the Date for our Shared Plate: Sunday, September 17
For more information about helping with Hawthorne Helps, contact coordinators Sandy
MacLaughlin or Sandy Ramage. 

We Need Your Help at Saturday Noon Meals
Saturdays, August 26 and October 28
We need 6 cooks (9:00-11:30 am) and 8-10 for the serving/cleanup crew (11 am until 1:30 pm). 
Saturday Noon Meals are hosted at Christ United Methodist Church (400-5th Ave.). Sign-up sheets
are in the Commons or online at SignupGenius. Questions? contact Roxanne Schlasner,
Schlasner@usfamily.net or 289-3959.

Family Promise: Another hosting week approaching
Our church supports Family Promise in their mission to provide food, shelter and loving support for
families who find themselves homeless. Interfaith Hospitality network (IHN) is the program within the
Family Promise organization that provides this assistance at various churches on a rotating basis. 

The first week of May, we hosted a few families at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church for the first
time. We have accepted the call to help out again September 3-10. I know this is another
"bad"/"crazy" week as it begins with Labor Day weekend and is the first week of school, but our help
is needed. I am eager but can't do the job alone, so I hope you'll be able to carve out someme to help
out. 

We will need 2 evening hosts as well as 2 overnight hosts each night. Volunteer drivers are
also needed both morning and late afternoon - it only takes an hour. These jobs require that you
be trained. But there are other tasks you can help with without being trained; anyone can prepare and
deliver the evening meal for the families (usually 2 share this task) or help set up the rooms on
Sunday afternoon, or help wash all the towels and sheets at the end of the week. 

Please call or email me to let me know how you are willing to help. This is an opportunity to live our
UU values! 

Thanks! Julie Gilkinson, 289-2762 or jlgilkinson@gmail.com

 

Happening at First UU
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Next Meetings:
Board of Directors
Wednesday, August 16 / 7:00 pm / Conference Room (Board Orientation)
Program Council
Wednesday, September 6 / 7:15 pm / Commons

Save the Date!
Sunday, October 15 - 4:30 pm
Installation of Rev. Luke Stevens-Royer
At the First UU Church

Information about activities, events, classes and more is in our Weekly
eNews, on the  HAPPENING AT FIRST UU page on our website, and
is available on Sunday morning.

(Click on either the link or the image to see details for these opportunities.)

Summer 2017 Fellowship Activities
(For more information, go to our website, using link above)

Sunday, August 6 - Pert Near Sandstone/ Down by the Riverside Concert
Gather at 6 pm / Concert at 7 pm

Monday, August 7 - Monday Fun-day Ice Cream Social
6:30-8 pm Courtyard or Commons

Saturday, August 12 - Honkers Baseball Game and Fireworks!
Gather at 6:30 pm / Game at 7:05 pm

Sunday, August 13 - They're Finally Here!! Potluck Brunch
Welcome our new minister and his family, following the 10 am service.         
 
Sunday, August 20 - All-Church Picnic and Games
11:30 am / Quarry Hill Nature Center Pavillion

Upcoming Newsletters
Issue Due Date

September Monday, August 21

October Monday, September 18

Care Coordinators
July 23-August 5 Vikki Wolff
August 6-19 Jo Payne & Janet Breitenbach
August 20-September 2 Jean Hanson

Our Staff Role Office Hours Contact
Rev. Luke Stevens-Royer Minister Tuesday-Friday: 9 am-3 pm revluke@uurochmn.org

Jody Tharp Congregational Co-Administrator Monday thru Friday:  9 am-3 pm office@uurochmn.org

Connie Schuelka Congregational Co-Administrator Monday, Wednesday-Friday
9 am - 3 pm

administration@uurochmn.org

Joyce Rood Director of Religious Education Sunday mornings, by
appointment

dre@uurochmn.org

Melissa Eggler Congregational Life Coordinator Wednesday, by appointment congregationlife@uurochmn.org

Joe Mish & Connie Schuelka Co-Directors of Music by appointment music@uurochmn.org

Derik Robertson Youth Program Coordinator by appointment youthprogram@uurochmn.
org

Jadyn Shumaker Childcare Coordinator Sunday mornings childcare@uurochmn.org

Tom Rud Custodian through church office

Rev. Dillman Baker Sorrells Minister Emerita
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Our Board Officers Members at Large
Jerry Katzmann, President Charyssa Cobb

Gail Bishop, Vice-President Randy Crawford

Ann Hutton, Secretary Kate Thompson-Jewell

Garth Nelson, Treasurer Greg Turosak

Chris Wendt

First Unitarian Universalist Church  /  (507) 282-5209  /  office@uurochmn.org
Office Hours  /  9 am - 3 pm Monday through Friday

Prefer Not to Receive the Venture?
If you do not want to receive our monthly newsletter, the Venture, by DO want to remain on the church
mailing list, please send an email to administration@uurochmn.org .  
 
Caution:  Clicking "SafeUnsubscribe" below puts your name on a DO NOT MAIL list for ALL Constant
Contact communications from the Church.

First Unitarian Universalist Church, 1727 Walden Lane SW, Rochester, MN 55902

SafeUnsubscribe™ {recipient's email}
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