
 

 

 

 
   

FIRST UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH 
November Theme: Gratitude ~ November 16,  2025 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gathering: A quiet time to enter and light a candle, write a prayer, color a sheet, greet a friend 

Ringing of the Bells: An invitation to breathe and center 

 

Prelude   This Little Light of Mine arr. by Aaron David Miller             Connie Schuelka 

  

Welcome & Greeting                            Rev. Ruth MacKenzie                                                                   

 

*Hymn #38   Morning Has Broken 

   

Chalice Lighting  

                                                                                                       

Offertory Music  How Lovely by Colin Curtis 

 

Time for All Ages                                                                                                        Amy Nelson 

Children’s Benediction  Music & lyrics can be found at the back of your hymnal 

 

Reflection                          Greg Wimmer 

                             

Meditation                                                                                                           Melissa Eggler 

                                                                  

Centering Song  #317 We Are Not Our Own (vs. 1 & 2) 

 

Prayer          Rev. Ruth MacKenzie 

 

Affirming Gratitude  #317 We Are Not Our Own (vs.3) 

 

Reading   Practicing Gratitude by Mark Nepo 

 

Music   Light on Dawns on a Weary World arr. Aaron David Miller 

 

Sermon   The Gateway of Gratitude                                                         Rev. Ruth MacKenzie 

 

Hymn #331  Life is the Greatest Gift of All 

 

Benediction 

 

Postlude   Toccata in G by Dennis Eliot 

 

 

*Please rise in body or spirit 

A Good Cheers to Walden Lane: November 22 & 23, 2025 –  RSVP Required! 
RSVP for any/all activities. 
 
 
A weekend to celebrate our spiritual home of 60 years on Walden Lane. A mixture of 
history, music, stories, and refreshments, help us honor our church with your 
presence, which is what has made this place a spiritual home for generations.  
 
SATURDAY, November 22 
10:00am – History Pilgrimage  
Join us as we visit our historic sites downtown, hear stories and see images from those 
generations, and end with hopes at Eliza Place. RSVP for logistic details. 
 
2:30pm – Celebration Reception  
Join us for cookies and coffee served in our historic silver and hear special speakers 
sharing stories and memories from our 60 years on Walden Lane. This reception 
(repeated Saturday and Sunday) will include a historic photo slideshow, displays, and 
items from our heritage.  
 
7:00pm – Hiroya Tsukamoto ~ Special Guest Concert Purchase Tickets using the QR 
code below. 
We celebrate the music and acoustics of our Sanctuary with an NYC-based, award-
winning acoustic guitarist and songwriter, originally from Japan. Hiroya Tsukamoto 
takes audiences on an innovative, impressionistic journey filled with earthy, organic 
soundscapes that impart a mood of peace and 
tranquility. https://hiroyatsukamoto.com/ 
 
SUNDAY, November 23 
2:30pm – Celebration Reception  
Join us for cookies and coffee served in our historic silver and hear special speakers 
sharing stories and memories from our 60 years here on Walden Lane. This reception 
(repeated Saturday and Sunday) will include a historic photo slideshow, displays, and 
items from our heritage. Please RSVP for space planning. 
 

https://hiroyatsukamoto.com/


Ways to connect at First UU 
Contact the office at office@uurochmn.org to stay informed by signing up for our weekly 
newsletter (eNews).  
 
Button Making Craft Class 
Saturday, November 15 ~ 3-5 pm ~ Commons 
Join local artist MN Tiny Treasures in making some funky pin-on buttons. This is an 18+ event. Please RSVP on 
our Events page using the QR Code linked below. 
 
Armchair Travelers ~ A Buddhist and an Agnostic Walk onto a Trail… 
Friday, November 7 ~ 7pm ~ Commons 
Join Laurel and Darin Podulke-Smith as there share photos and stories from their recent 6-week, 500-mile 
walking adventure across Spain’s Camino de Santiago. 
 
Building Our Future Forum ~ Commons 
Sunday, November 16 at 12:30pm 
Wednesday, November 19 at 6:15pm  
Both forums will discuss the same topic: New designs for Eliza Place. 
 
Contact the office (office@uurochmn.org) or go to our website (uurochmn.org) for more information on these events. Scan the QR code below 
to be taken directly to our Events page 

  
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Today’s Service Participants: 
Rev. Ruth MacKenzie, Greg Wimmer, Amy Nelson, Melissa Eggler and music from Musician 
Emerita, Connie Schuelka 
 
Featuring our Musician Emerita, Connie Schuelka, who played music for First UU for 30 years! 
 

November’s Offertory: Family Promise  
Family Promise Rochester is the leading nonprofit organization addressing the issue of 
children and families experiencing homelessness in Olmsted County. Their solution 
involves a community-based response that can be tailored to the unique needs of each 
family their organization walks alongside - because every child deserves a home. 

Paul Trewartha-Weiner……..Board President ................................................president@uurochmn.org 
Rev. Luke Stevens-Royer …..Minister ............................................................... revluke@uurochmn.org 
Rev. Ruth MacKenzie………...Adjunct Minister……………………..…….……………..revruth@uurochmn.org 
Amy Nelson………………..…..Director of Faith Development ................................... dre@uurochmn.org 
Melissa Eggler…………….…..Coordinator of Congregational Life ....... congregationlife@uurochmn.org 
Shelly Rohe………………….…Social Justice Coordinator…………………..……………justice@uurochmn.org 
Erika Fetterman………………Operations Director ................................................ office@uurochmn.org 
Amy Nelson……………………Finance Coordinator .................................. administration@uurochmn.org 
Joe Mish………………………...Co-Director of Music ............................................... music@uurochmn.org 
Rose Mish…………….………..Co-Director of Music……………………………..musicdirector@uurochmn.org 
Austin Ferguson…………… ..Accompanist …………………………………………accompanist@uurochmn.org 
Derik Robertson……………..Coordinator of Faith Exploration ................. youthprogram@uurochmn.org 
Chantelle Feddersen………..Assistant for Faith Development ................................. afd@uurochmn.org 
Nick Woolums………………..Property Steward .............................................. custodian@uurochmn.org 

1727 Walden Lane SW • Rochester, Minnesota 55902 • 507-282-5209 
Typical SUMMER Office Hours: Closed Mon.; Tues.-Thurs. 9am-2pm; Fri. 9am-12pm 

 

WELCOME TO FIRST UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CHURCH OF ROCHESTER, MN 
Our Mission: To be a welcoming, compassionate community that nurtures spiritual growth and practices justice. 

 

HEARING ASSISTANCE & LARGE-PRINT BULLETINS 

We have hearing assistant devices and large-print bulletins available for Sunday services.   
Please see an usher for these items or for assistance. 

 

FAITH DEVELOPMENT FOR CHILDREN 4 YRS – 5TH GRADE & YOUTH 6-12TH GRADE 

Children’s Faith Development is during service and children can recess after the Time for All Ages.  
Youth are invited to either service and to also attend Faith Development at 10:10 am.  

Connect with Amy Nelson or Derik Robertson, listed below. 

 

PRESCHOOL PLAYROOM 
The preschool playroom is available each Sunday for ages 6 months – 3 years.  It is located up the small 

incline past the main lobby. 

 

LIVE VIDEO OF THE SERVICE OUTSIDE OF THE SANCTUARY 
There is a monitor with live video of the service near the lobby. 

 

 SPIRITUAL CONNECTIONS 
A spiritual community is exactly that: nurturing our souls through service, learning, and reflection, in 

a community of care and welcome. Opportunities range from ancient meditation practices to 
cooking meals, writing cards of care to helping kids with crafts. 

 

WEBSITE 
Find the church calendar, service videos, and other information about the life of the church on our 

website at www.uurochmn.org 

Questions? Connect with any staff listed below.

 

Offering to our 
support our 
monthly justice 
partner, our 
building fund, 
and/or our church     

mailto:office@uurochmn.org

