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Our Mission: To be a compassionate, welcoming community that nurtures 
spiritual growth and practices justice.

A Month of  SundaysA Month of  Sundays

Services & Religious Education for Children & Youth at 9:00 and 11:00 am
Childcare available during services for babies and toddlers 

(6 months+ to 3 years old)

May 7 - The Snow is Melting into Music 
As we celebrate the Maypole and the rite of Spring, we will celebrate the
turn of the season, the sacredness of the earth, and how to turn from winter
into song.

Rev. Luke Stevens-Royer, Worship Leader & Ministerial Candidate
Ann Hutton, Worship Associate
Walden Hill Vocal Ensemble, Joe Mish, Conductor
Connie Schuelka, piano & organ
Immigrant Law Center of Minnesota, Shared Plate

May 14 - Who's in Charge Here?
Our faith comfortably questions authority. Could it also harbor "a problem with authority?" We
covenant to affirm and promote the democratic process. In this process, how does authority arise,
and how is it best exercised and controlled?

Rev. Fritz Hudson, Worship Leader
Walden Hill Children's Choir, Joe Mish, conductor
Connie Schuelka, organ/piano

Sunday, May 21 - Coming of Age - A UU Rite of Passage
Multi-generational Service (No Summer RE today)
Having spent the year exploring their spiritual beliefs with the guidance of
their personal mentors and their facilitators, this year's Coming of Age
class culminates with the sharing of their Credos or Statements of Faith
before the congregation in this powerful and much loved service marking
their transition from youth to young adult. 

Ramona Barr & Randy McKeeman, COA Facilitators and Rev. Fritz Hudson , Worship
Leaders 
Mark Brutinel, Worship Associate
COA Youth, Service Planners & Participants
Connie Schuelka, Piano
Youth Leadership Fund, Shared Plate

May 28 - Love's Labor Lost?
The first of our summer services - one service at 10 am
Pema Chodren, Buddhist nun, teaches "If it's painful, move closer to the pain, learn to embrace it."
What are the steps in a graceful embrace of loss?

Rev. Fritz Hudson, Worship Leader 

http://uurochmn.org/main/news-events/special-events/?utm_source=Venture+May+2017&utm_campaign=Venture+May+2017&utm_medium=email


Connie Schuelka, organ/piano

Stand and StareStand and Stare
(May 2017)

See a blossom in your mind's eye.
Allow it to fill the interior of your imagination.
Greater perfection of form in nature 
   cannot be imagined.
With inward gaze 
   absorb each wondrous fluted petal.
Slide down its humid surface 
   until you drop as the dew into its velvety core.
Immerse your senses in this safe chamber.
Such fragile beauty gives impulse to weep.

Slowly reverse the journey;
as you ascend the shaft toward wider light, 
   turn your imagination around and around 
   to see its many facets.
Stored within is the memory of all flowers.
Marvel that this creation, while utterly fragile 
   - yet undaunted, boldly buds forth 
   turning resolutely toward the sun.

We too shimmer with expectation, 
   exuding our own illumination, color, 
   pulse, and scent.
Vulnerable, still we venture our lives courageously 
   toward hope and light, 
   at once fragile and rooted.
(Rev. Carolyn Owen-Towle; Singing the Living Tradition #429) 

The abundance of life and light in these spring days 
   invite (nay, command) us to "stand & stare" a little. 
Captivation for our eyes abounds and surrounds us. 
Look up. Look down. Look left or right. 
The direction doesn't matter. 
What matters is directing ourselves to release control 
   of the path our eyes will follow. 
What matters is freeing ourselves to be led and fed 
   by the inherent power of life beyond our own.

email:  revhudson@uurochmg.org
phone:  402-617-3055

Meet Our Min ister ial Candidate Meet Our Min ister ial Candidate 

All-Church Dessert Reception

Saturday May 6th - 6:30-7:15 pm in the Commons

Followed immediately (7:30-8:30 pm in the Sanctuary) by a Facilitated Discussion 
with our Candidate, Rev. Luke Stevens-Royer 

Bring a plate of 1-2 dozen cookies, bars, or fruit to share if you wish. Punch & decaf coffee and more
desserts will be provided by the Search Committee. Child Care will be Provided.

mailto:revhudson@uurochmn.org


We need your HELP 
Follow the links to sign up to help for one or more slots.

We need help with the May 6th Reception Setup and Cleanup.
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4aafae28a2fb6-welcome

We also need your attendance and HELP for
extra Coffee Time on Sunday, May 7th 

(immediately after the 11 am-noon service)
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4aafae28a2fb6-extra

 
At 12:30 pm on May 7, members will VOTE on our MINISTERIAL CANDIDATE.

Shared Plate Rec ipient - Sunday,  May 7Shared Plate Rec ipient - Sunday,  May 7
Our Social Justice Council has chosen Immigrant Law Center of Minnesota  as the recipient of
the April Shared Plate. 

We share one-half of our collected plate with the recipient chosen by our Social Justice Council. 
Through the generosity of an anonymous member of our congregation, that half is matched.

Soc ial JusticeSoc ial Justice

National Coalition to Protect Civil Freedoms (NCPCF) Event - May 5, 2017
Islamophobia and the War on Terror
 
Although Americans are as likely to be killed by their furniture as by a
Muslim terrorist, the irrational fear of Muslims is rising to unprecedented
levels. In addition to an increasing number of hate crimes, there are an increasing
number of Muslims who are being deprived of their constitutionally-guaranteed
civil liberties.  Many are pre-emptively prosecuted for crimes they haven't
committed and sentenced to exceedingly long prison terms under very harsh
conditions. Given the recent election results, it is more crucial than ever to
educate people about the detrimental effects of structural Islamophobia on the
civil rights of Muslims -- and all Americans.  
  
Representatives of NCPCF will be here to talk about this situation on Friday, May 5. Speakers
include Attorney Kathy Manley, NCPCF legal director, who will talk about the abuses taking place in
our criminal justice system.  Other speakers will include family members of political prisoners,
including the director of NCPCF Prisoner and Family Committee, Mariam Abu Ali, who will talk about
the targeting and incarceration of her brother.

Riverside Central Elementary School Needs Volunteers Like YOU
Riverside is looking for more adults to listen to students read as a part of Rochester Public School's
Action 100 reading program. 

What is our church's connection? Church member, Ray Phelps-Bowman, current chair of the
NAACP Education Committee, with his then co-chair, spent a year researching and visiting schools
that had successfully closed the achievement gap between majority and minority students. They
concluded that the one thing these schools had in common was that they paid very close attention

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4aafae28a2fb6-welcome?utm_source=Venture+May+2017&utm_campaign=Venture+May+2017&utm_medium=email
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to each student. According to Phelps - Bowman, "We asked ourselves, 'What might we do here?'"
After meeting with Amy Pierce, the coordinator of the Rochester School District's Action 100 reading
program at the time, the NAACP decided that the best path was to support the District's existing
reading program. "We came away convinced that if implemented correctly, the Action 100 program
could close the gap," said Phelps-Bowman. He asked for volunteers during a Racial Justice Task
Group meeting at church, and eleven members of our congregation have spent the last year
volunteering at the school.

Why Riverside School? Riverside is a community school. The school provides health and social
services and community engagement at the site. "We are an elementary school located in the heart
of Rochester near the government center. We have a wonderful, diverse population. Many of our
students are bilingual," shared Jody Peterson, Riverside's Volunteer Coordinator.

What do reading volunteers do? Volunteers listen to students read books and talk with the
students about their books. Students are expected to spend an hour a day reading. They should
read 30 minutes at home and 30 minutes at school. However, some students need to do their 30
minutes of home reading at school because of circumstances beyond their control. This is why
volunteers are so valuable. 

What is the time commitment? Most volunteers dedicate an hour a week. Volunteers listen to one
child read every fifteen minutes. There are currently half hour and full hour slots to fill Mondays
through Thursdays: 11:30 - 12:00 (2nd grade), 1:00-2:00 (2nd grade), 1:00 - 1:30 (4th grade), 2:40 -
3:10 (2nd grade), and 3:00 - 3:30 (3rd grade). The goal is to pair volunteers with the same students
in order to build relationships. "It has been gratifying seeing the progress some students have made
since I began in September," said Joe Lobl.

How do you volunteer?  Look for the "Riverside Central Elementary School Needs Volunteers Like
YOU" materials in the Commons, and select a day and time that works best for you. Your name and
email address will be forwarded to Riverside's Volunteer Coordinator, Jody Peterson, who will set
up a time to meet with you, give you a tour of the building, and introduce you to staff before you
b e g i n . If you prefer to contact Jody Peterson directly, she can be reached at
jopeterson@rochester.k12.mn.us.

Hawthorne Helps
$5.00 gift cards from the Dollar Tree, bandaids (any brand), lotion and/or shaving cream will be
gratefully received in the Hawthorne Helps Blue Barrel during May.  

Thank you, faith, service, and businesses who make this UU Social Justice Outreach possible:
Bethel Lutheran - Christ United Methodist IS - First Presbyterian Women - First Unitarian Universalist

- Peace UCC - Rochester Muslim Community Circle - St. Luke's Episcopal - UCC Congregational
- UU Clara Barton Guild - Kiwanis Day Makers - Altru Federated Credit Union - Costco - Downtown

Farmers Market - People's Food Co-Op - Thrivent Insurance

 

 
Hawthorne Helps provides free personal care and cleaning items to over 400 Hawthorne Education

Center student shoppers monthly. HEC offers English as a second language, literacy, GED, high
school diploma, job training, college prep, and citizenship classes. Over 500 learners, ages 17 and

older, strive to improve life for themselves and families. 85% live at or below the poverty level.

Thank YouThank You
To our friends at the First UU Church,

On behalf of the campers, volunteers and staff of One Heartland,
thank you for your donation of $725. Thanks to the compassion and
generosity of donors like you, 2017 will be our 25th summer of
providing life-changing camp experiences for the kids who need it
most.

We've been helping youth face social isolation, intolerance, and
serious health challenges find hope and belong for 25 years.  Your

mailto:jopeterson@rochester.k12.mn.us


gift empowers us to transform their lives through the power of camp. For those of you who've
experienced camp, you know that it is a place you never leave; camp creates a special place in
your heart.  Your support ensures we will be able to continue creating memorable experiences for
more kids for years to come.

With heartfelt gratitude,
Patrick Kindler, Executive Director 

Happening at First UUHappening at First UU
Information about activities, events, classes and more is in our Weekly
eNews, on the  HAPPENING AT FIRST UU  page on our website, and
is available on Sunday morning.

(Click on either the link or the image to see details for these opportunities.)

Next Meetings:
Board of Directors
Wednesday, May 17 / 7:00 pm / Conference Room
Program Council
Wednesday, May 10 / 7:15 pm / Commons

Upcoming NewslettersUpcoming Newsletters
Issue Due Date

June Monday, May 22
July Monday, June 19

Care Coordinators
May 1-13 Rhonda Lorenz

May 14-27 Ann Lien

May 28-June 10 Maggie O'Connell Nolte & 
Kathy Lohr

Our Staff Office Hours Contact
Rev. Fritz Hudson Interim Minister by appointment fhudson@uuma.org 

Jody Tharp Congregational Co-Administrator Monday thru Friday:  9 am-3
pm

office@uurochmn.org

Connie Schuelka Congregational Co-Administrator Monday, Wednesday-Friday
9 am - 3 pm

administration@uurochmn.org

Joyce Rood Director of Religious Education Sunday mornings, by
appointment

dre@uurochmn.org

Melissa Eggler Congregational Life Coordinator Wednesday, by appointment congregationlife@uurochmn.org

Joe Mish & Connie Schuelka Co-Directors of Music by appointment music@uurochmn.org

Jaydn Shumaker Childcare Coordinator Sunday mornings childcare@uurochmn.org

Tom Rud Custodian through church office

Rev. Dillman Baker Sorrells Minister Emerita

Our Board Officers Members at Large Search Committee
Jerry Katzmann, President Charyssa Cobb Mary Amundsen

Gail Bishop, Vice-President Randy Crawford Aleta Borrud

Ann Hutton, Secretary Angela Davey Judy Jensen
Rob Harveland, Treasurer Eric Eggler Amy Nelson

Greg Turosak Dave Siljenberg
Robin Taylor

George Thompson

First Unitarian Universalist Church  /  (507) 282-5209  /  office@uurochmn.org
Office Hours  /  9 am - 3 pm Monday through Friday

Prefer Not to Receive the Venture?

http://uurochmn.org/news-events/happening-at-first-uu/?utm_source=Venture+May+2017&utm_campaign=Venture+May+2017&utm_medium=email
mailto:fhudson@uuma.org
mailto:office@uurochmn.org
mailto:administration@uurochmn.org
mailto:dre@uurochmn.org
mailto:congregationlife@uurochmn.org
mailto:music@uurochmn.org
mailto:childcare@uurochmn.org


If you do not want to receive our monthly newsletter, the Venture, by DO want to remain on the church mailing
list, please send an email to administration@uurochmn.org .  
 
Caution:  Clicking "SafeUnsubscribe" below puts your name on a DO NOT MAIL list for ALL Constant Contact
communications from the Church.

mailto:administration@uurochmn.org

